WELCOME TO THE NEW WORLD 
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This Graphic Story about two 
refugee families from Syria 
printed online in the New York Times 
won the Pulitzer Prize this year. 



■JUOY, 

Z yts. 


SAM I, 
8yrs. 


♦ MAKES WESE CHANGE0 To P10T[CTTH[ FAMILY 



November 5 th , 2016, ammau, moan 


i'm rim of Moiwfr-1 


I KNOW. IMTIKCO OF 
A REFUGEE TOO. 
AMERICA WILL 


BUT 













AMO YOUR MOTHER? 


I HAVEN'T GIVEN UP 
OM HER YET. 


LATER THAT DAY... f 



MAMA, WOH'T TOO COM £ WITH US? 
YOOYe Got A VISA. AMO YOU CAM GIT 
HELP THERE- FOR YOUR DIABETES .. 





















f SOU, WE'V£ SEEM THROIXH THIS 

before. iVe coTflvEcmouti 
here in Jordan, butoHit you 

AND YOUR BROTHER HAVE VISAS... 

You should CO without me . 


NOVEMBER £LECTION DAY 
















.J lL /. 


I Know... WE CAN'T. 
Money's aimost cone. 
KIOS aren't safe in school. 

HO 308. AND IF I WO«K 

ILLECALLY... I 


...AND GET IN TROUBLE 

WITH tHt POLICE - 1 COOLD 
END UP LIKE QUA NEICHBOJt... 

(you (AN h <> m e! 

)fk 

—rfT” 

jfJV i| 

* £>~I 

fcf .. ,' 


















WE CAN’T £0 BACK To STRIA 
v NOT AFTER WHAT THE* 
*V BID TO ME__ 


&!****( z 

Sage 
















Cam we take the canaries 
$oiur my 

FRIENDS 
MOST STAY 


TOO? 


TOO 


















































V/E RE BOARDING NOW.. 


ALRIGHT,$EE YOU 
IN AMERICA? 


AT LEAST WE IL 
BE TOGETHER. 















/ 


•CAuroewA io am £ $ t 
* Colorado 3ah £ s r ' 

•MUMS" 8AM E s.T. 

I 

•Wf * VO*K 6AM E .S.T. 
^©--©AWMAA/ 
















YOU MUST KEEP THIS AROUND 
YOUR NECK. IT SAYS WHO YOU 
ARE AND WHERE YOU 1?£ GOING 



WHERE'S YO UR 6 KOTHEK AND 
HIS fAWLY?J w[ ' u f f UlH i00lt \ 

I GUESS. THEY SAY HE'LL 
BE LWHC IWA_NEARBY 
[TOWN. /fTT” 






















LIVE FROM N.f.R. MEWS... INDIANA 
KENTUCKY AMD WEST VIRGINIA - 
AIL CALLED FOR DONALD TRUMP. 


rROtAP 
\pEMC* 
[\ IQ 1 * 


,4»>V* 




























THE FLOORS ARE WOODEN.' THEY 

CREAK—DOST LIKE IN ALL THOSE 
AMERICAN HORROIC FIiMS./tT 


SORRY... I CAN'T CET WIFI. CO LIKE 
TO KNOW WHO WON THE ELECTION 

9 (iTONOCCOW, WE’U FlNOlp^ 
*A\l OUT. TOMORROW. 


TO BE CONTINUED 























PART 2 


A REFUGEE FAMILY'S FIRST DAYS 




NOV. 9. THE DAY AFTER ELECTION DAY 


i’O LIKE TO KNOW WHO WON THE I 

Election, BUT there's no INTERNET.] 

" |T HOST 8E CnNTON.| 

LOOK-THE STREETS 
ARE PEACEFUL. 



THE KlOS HAVE BEEN COOPED OP. 
WE SHOULD SET OUTSIDE TODAY. 


HOLD ON. I EOT A SIGNAL" 
FINALLY! THERE'S A MESSAGE 
FROM JORDAN-IT'S FROM 
MAMA... a ■ -»• 


















f -(0 





EVERffHlMG O.K.! 


I'M JUST GOING TO 
STEP OUTSIDE FOR 
ASMOKE. 



















it's like a CEMETERY 
OUT HERE. 


r 

a 

% 

N 



rvm. 









































ARC WE O.K.? WIU we 9t 

wE'fte fmynt fine7J~ 













PART 3 


THEY’RE SAFE IN AMERICA. NOW WHAT? 




AU REFUGEES ENTERING THE O S. 
IN 2016 WERE REQUIRED TOTAKE| 
Art ORIENTATION CLASS. 



DEC. 2016, 

list THiS COOrtfRT, IT IS A SIGN 
IF RESPECT TO SHAKE HANDS 
MEN YOU MEET. LET S PRACTICE.. 


























MOST PEOPLE WIU WELCOME YOU, ^ 
8UT YOU MAY MEET PEOPLE WHO 
DON'T LIKE REFUGEES. JUST TElL 
THEM- WE AU OUST * 'AA/T FREEDOM, 
Stcvtny, AND A PUT (/EE POE OuE Ml 



WHATA60UT WORK? 00 
LOOK FOH A 308, OR 
STUDY ENGLISH FIRST? 


60TH. the u.s. government 

PROVIDES ONE INSTALLMENT OP 
WELCOME MONEY - &SSO FEE 
RIFU6EE. WHEN IT EONS OUTT YoU 

MFFn TO SUPPORT YOURSPlVFS 

















i'o like to do skilled labor- 

VENTILATION WORK- like I DID 
BACK IN SYRIA. BUT WITH MY 
ENGLISH... WEU, I GUESS I'LL 

start with manual labor. 

1 ^ 



WHAT ABOUT YOUR BACK? 
3AMIt i YOU W6AC TORTORfO... 
HOW WILL YOU MANAGE? 


I DOWT KNOW ... 1'lL 
) WHAT I HAVE TO 00 















WE CAME MERE SO YOU COUlP 
GET TREATEO-CET BETTER. 


WE CAME HERE FOR OUR 
KIDS, NOT FOR US. 



IT’S HORMAt T^ESTRCSSEDAfTtR| 
YOU ARRIVE. M FACT, RAISE A I 
HAND IF YOU'RE MORE STRESSED I 
\tfOW THAN YOU WERE BEFORE | 
YOU CAME TO THE U.f 
















PART 4 

WHERE ARE ALL THE OTHER MUSLIMS? 




BABA, IS THIS REAUY A MOSQUE ? 
jT LOOKS LIKE a house. 


COME. LET'S HAVE 
A LOOK IMS IDE. 































































-Twhat shall i do? : 

OlO I JUST Move TO 
/A PLACE WHERE THESE 
ARE NO MUSLIMS ?J 


tC 

£] 

:-1 

^ i 

■ 


JB 

31U^ ^ 




HELLO! EXCUSE ME - DOES ANYONE 
COME TO THIS MOSQUE? 


THE MOSQUE MOVED- 
JUST DOWN THE ROAD 
THE RED GROVE PLAZA? 











































I WAS TOLD THERE WAS A MOSQUE HEZE? 


RIGHT THERE. WE TOOK 0VEZ 
THE WHOLE MALL. EVERYTHING YOU 
WHERE AtEYOOFZOM? 

















































IT USED TO 8E A 
BEAUTIFUL PLACE. 





WELL, WELCOME. BRING YOUR WIFE ANP 
KIPS. THIS irrnE PLAZA WILL BE 
THE CENTER OF YOUR NEW LIFE? 

























PART 5 

SHOULD WE STAY OR SHOULD WE GO? 





* NAMES WERE CHAMfrED TO PROTECT THE FAMILY. 




































it's so good to see 

YOU, MY BROTHER. 


I josr WISH THt REFUGEE 
AGENCY POT US CLOSE*. WE 
WERE NEIGHBORS /N JORDAN, 
BUT NOT MERE. 



YOU lost weight. 


I 


50 MANY APPOINYMENTS- 
DOCTORS AND SCHOOLS - | 
GUESS I HAYENTBEEN EATING 


[WE MUST talk, ru 





















IT S HARO. JAMIL NEEDS WORK. MY 
FAMILY IN SAUDI ARABIA USED TO SEND 
US MONEY IN JORDAN, BUT NOW THEY 
THINK WE'RE. RICH AMERICANS. 




...THE KIDS ARE GOOD. NADIR AND 
SANDRA ARE PREPARING TO START 
HIGH SCHOOL. BUT I WORRY... 




















I HEARD ABOUT A FAMILY FROM SUDAN. 
THEY FLED FOR CANADA - AFTER THE 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 


IF TRUMP MAKES IT 
VERY HARD FOR OS, W 
CAN DO THE SAME.. 


A f 0f MOWN. WE ARE TIRED OF MOVING. 












PART 6 

PEOPLE WILL STARE. WE 
CAN’T POSSIBLY FIT IN. 




3 ] 


1 IT WAS GOOD TO SEE UNCLE JAMIL 

I WISH THEY LIVED CLOSE* 


I KNOW. SOT WHAT CAN W£ DO? 



DAO, I DIDN'T imagine it like this - 

SO LOHELY. I MISS SITTI* AMD 
J'HERE ARE NO ARAB PEOPLE irsl 
“\OOR LITTLE TOWN. 








































SON, I HAVEN'T SEEN MY FAMILY IN 

s* years - since we left syria. 
at least you have your parents 

HERE WITH Y0U *y^ D YOUR SieUNCS. 

THAT'LL BE IMPoETANt^ 
ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU 
START SCHOOL. 



BUf ill stand OUT, DRESSED IN my 

Him people will stare at me? 


AND, You KNOW, OUR 
ENGLISH ISN'T 
S SO GOOD... / 






















neither is mine, botlookatme. 

I'M STUDY)MG TOO — TO PASS THE 
WRITTEN TEST TOR Mr ORlYER'S PERMIT. 


I AT 

Li 


CAN’T YOU TAKE THAT 
TEST IN ARABIC ? 


YOU CAN, 80T THEY MOST HAVE 
TRANSLATED THE QUESTIONS WITH 
G0061E. THEY'RE AIL 6/08ERISH? 



HOW DID YOOR BROTHER PASS THE TEST? 


SOMEONE HELPED HIM STOOY. 
THEN HE MEMORIZED ALL 
rj THE GIBBERISH...MY FRIEND 
AHMED HAS FAILED MANY TIMES. 




















LOOK, KIDS, I KNOW YOORi lNERVOUS 
MOOT SCHOOL. BUT TH AT % WHY W£ 
CAME HERE - SO YOU COULD BECOME 
DOCTORS OR LAWYERS. THEN YOU CAH 




AT LEAST NADIR Will BE 
A8J.E JO BLEND IM. 

O | IWBTYOiTwAlfrro WEAR 
A HAT OVER Y0URHIJA8? 


THEN WHAT Wm | 

IN WARM WEATHER? 


chT) 

[R?J 

























PART 7 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. 
TRY NOT TO STAND OUT. 




WELCOME TO THE VALLEY SCHOOL! 
MY NAME IS MR. GOflERREZ. CALL ME 
MR.G. I HELP ALL THE E.LL'S -THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS. 


IM SANDRA. 



... AS YOU CAN SEE, SANDRA PLANS 
TO WEAR HER HIJA 8 IN SCHOOL. 

Ithat's just fine. 

I DON'T WANT THE RIDS TO STICK 
OUT TOO MUCH. I'M CONCERNED A0OOT 
THEIRSAFETY- ESPECIALLY THEM 
WANDERING HOME OH THE lR OWN. 

DON'T worry. 

THE SCHOOL BUS 
TAKES THEM HOME. 





























HEY, l'M YASM/NE 
FROM ALGERIA. 


HI, I'M CRISTlNA’ 
FROM PERU. 


THESE ARE 00 R HEW E.L.I. STUDENTS., 
THEY'RE FROM SYRIA. CAN YOU 
INTRODUCE YOORSEIYES?! 






























LOOK. WHAT TIME IT 15. 00 iO\) 

THINK WE CAN SAY OOP PPAVEPS? J 

| DON'T THINK SO. THIS IS 
AMERICAN SCHO01. WHEPE 



WAIT... SO THE BOS WONT DROP 
OS OFF IN fKOHTQF OPR HOUSE?? 

[[no-it dkops yoo off on monpoe avenue. 


c 




























YOU GO YS GOT NOTHING TO WORRY 
ABOUT. OUR SCHOOL RESOURCE 
OFFICER* MR.REYNOLDS “WILL 
TARE YOU HOME. 



OH,MY GOODNESS, WHAT5 HAPPENED? 
WHY 00 THE POLICE HAVE YOU? 


' 
























PART 8 


MOST KIDS DON’T KNOW WHERE SYRIA IS 




(Jhev. i'm six-short fortah sin. 

TAHSIN.HMM. WHERE YOU FROM? I) 


MY NAME IS NADIR — I'M FROM SYRIA. 



...EACH GROUP Will8UILD A TOWER 

using THE marshmallows and 
DRY STICKS OF SPAGHE TTI. THE 
TALLEST TOWER WINS. 


. CUll 






















































NO ONE GETS WHERE |'m FKOM. ONE 
STUDENT THINKS l'M FROM AFGHANISTAN, 
ANOTHER INDIA, ANOTHER PAKISTAN. I DON'T 
KNOW IF THEY'RE MAKING FuN ON 
mfml noTT yTHEV JUST forge t, 
KNOW WHERE SYRIA IS. I J 
SAY l'M FROM THE MIDDIE EAST. 





LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE OUR WINNERS. 
GREAT JOB, GUYS? 





































SlM.WHAT OTHER. FRIENDS 
DO YOU HAVE? 



SO YOU THINK there are other] 
MUSLIMS AT THIS SCHOOL? 


YES-iV e seen girls wearing Hoags. 


MAYBE THEY ARE JUST GOING BALD. 
MY MOTHER TOLD ME ABOUT THIS. 
IT HAPPENS^- 



























PART 9 

YOU DON'T NEED ENGLISH 
TO WASH DISHES, RIGHT? 






YES 


HELLO, |'M AMMAR. 

I jg you're the guy from syr 

1 I'M CHEF JOE. You WANT 
8E A PEER COOK? 


EVERY DAY WE MAKE LUM 
FOR 100 HOMELESS PEOPif 
IT # S AIL ABOUT KNIFE SKJl 
A NDTlMt MANAGEMENT. 



i Got a rule here: leave your 

DRAMA at THE door. I GET THAT 
YOO MAY LIVE IN A SHELTER OR A 
SOBER HOUSE. BUT I NEED YOUR 
HEAD IN THE CAME . 






















AMMAR, I'M GOING TO TEACH YOU 
SOME KITCHEN ENGLISH. SO IF YOU'RE 
IN BACK OF ME, C A KEYING SOMETHING, 
YOO GOTTA CAU 0UT:"BEH/ND- 
OR "BEHIND-HOT!" HEARD? 



DON'T HOLD THE KNIFE TOO TI6HTLY. 
YOUR ARMS WILL CRAMF UP. BUT BE 
QUICK. WE STILL COT THREE CASES 
OF BROCCOLI TO TRIM AND IT'S 10 SO! 





















you're a hard worker, ammar, 

AND YOU'RE TEACHABLE. 


i'm stiu learning English. 


YOU OOM'T NEED ENGLISH 
TO WASH DISHES. RIGHT? 




















USTEH, THERE'S A JOB AT THE 
COUNTRY CLUB - WASHIMG DISHES 
AMO fttPPlUC FOOD. IT'S HOT,WET, 
TOUCH WOW-AMD MINIMUM WACE. 
HERE'S THE NUMBER TO CALL. 

You Gotta compete fop it. 

\ 


THE RESTAURANT INDUSTRY HAS BEEN 
against thump, but it's not just 
THAT WE need guvs like ammar. 

ONCE YOU GET TO KNOW THESE PEOPLE, 
IT CHANGES YOUR PERSPECTIYE. 















PART 10 

A CALLER THREATENS 
TO KILL AMMAR'S FAMILY 




YOU HAVE: ONE A tEW MESSAGE • 1 

HEY YoU F***lNG mosum\ where 

ARE You? 67BEWICK STMT! 



I AM GOING TO CHOP YOURp**xlNG 
{ HEAD OFF, AMMAK, AND lit KILL 
) Your WHOLE F***ING family. 

( I AM GIVING YOU 2^ HOURS TO 

LEAVE AMERICA^ O.fc 

Jc-CLOSE THE BEDROOM 
\ DOOR! I OOUT WANT THE I 

ft K children to hear this' 





















AMMAR,HE KNEW WHERE WE LIVE. 
I WILL A/Or STAY IN THIS HOUSE. 
WE HAVE KIDS. 


WE NEED TO CALL 
OUR SPONSORS-AND 
THE POLICE. 



WE 0 OH’f KNOW ANYONE HERE 
WE DON’T HAVE ANY ENEMIES. 

THE CAUEK HAD A STRANGE 
ACCENT. I DON'T THINK IT WAS 
A JOKE. IT SOUNDED LIKE HE WAS 

INTO THE PHONE . 












OOfl’r BE SCARED. WE’RE WITH YOU. 
IF ANYTHING HAPPENS, CivE lli A CALL 
RIGHT AWAY, AND WE'U 8E HERE 
j ki a rnnpLE of minutes. 



















DON'T WORRY. HE'S PM8A8LY DUST 
SOME RACIST GOY, TRYING TO SCARE US. 
THE POLICE CAN HANDLE THIS. 


DAD, THE POllCE ALWAYS ARRIVE 
LATE . IT$ LIKE THE OLD PROVERB •* 
T>/£K COAfE T//£ 77/f£ THAT 
WHOEVER KILLED HAS KILLED-AND 



















PART 11 

AFTER A THREAT, THE 
F.B.I. COMES TO CALL 





you SHOULD TRY TO SLEEP. 
YOU LOOK EXHAUSTED. 


I TftlED... THE MAW WHO 
THREATENED U$... I SUPPOSE, HE 
MIGHT JUST BE A CRAZY PERSON, 
6UT THAT MAKES ME MORE SCARED 
BECAUSE HE'S NOT RATIONAL- 


HE 


COULD 00 ANYTHING.: 



WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT SCHOOL ? 


UNTIL WE KNOW WHO MADE THE 
DEATH THREAT, THE KIDS SHOULDN'T 
WALK TO THE BUS STOP. THEY 
CAN STAY HOME TODAY. 


































SOM£ONf'S AT rue door ! 

IT'S W08A81Y THE F.B.I. AGENT. 
THEY SAID HE'D BE HERE AT 10 AM. 


\fc>r 




«V 



LET ME play the voice mail. 


PG_, 

ll'zz f***/A/£ A7// Yw# mu FamilY...\ 

that's ClfAW NOT AM 

AMERICAN ACCENT. 

























WE KNOW THAT THE CALLER 
HAD A D C- AREA CODE. 


IF IT'S A CELLPHONE, HE 
COULD BE CLOSE BY, RIGHT? 


[ANYTHING'S POMBlt. WITH TODAY'S 



THE OTHER DAY, THERE WAS A VAN 
OOTSIDE THE HOUSE, THE DRIVER LOOKED 
AT ME STRANGELY. I CALLED FOR 
AMMAR. THEN THE VAN RACED AWAY. 

























WE'RE TAKING THIS SERIOUSLY. WERE GOING 
TO OPEN AN INVESTIGATION. I HAVE 
TWO KIDS AND, AS A PARENT, I 
UNDERSTAND YOU* CONCERNS. 



EYER SINCE WE LEFT SYRIA, WEVE 
SEEN RUNNING . iVE NEVER FELT 
SECURE. AND NO W THIS... 



































PART 12 

AMERICA DOESN’T FEEL SAFE ANYMORE 




i NO News FROM THE F. 8.1 


Joo you think they'll find him — 

IthE MAN WHO THREATENED US? 

WELL... SO FAR,THEY'VE C0WTACTEd| 
ALL THE PLACES WHERE I APPLIED 
FOR WORK — EVERYONE WHO HAS 
MY RESUME AND OUR ADDRESS. 




SO NOW WHAT? 


maybe we move to another house- 

NEAR THE CENTER OF TOWN So 
WE'RE NOT OUT HERE 8Y OURSELVES. 

I— 


SOMEWHERE VERY CLOSE 
TO A POLICE STATION 


3T7 

























































...IT'S ROGER- FROM THE REFUGEE 
RESETTLEMENT AGENCY-HE SAYS THEY 
CAN ROT US IN A HOTEt FOR A FEW DAYS. 


A HOTEL? Will WE ALL 
FIT? HOW Will THE 
KIDS GET TO SCHOOL ? J 

iTi, 


























m KIDS WERE- ALL DREAMING OP 
HAVING THEIR OWH ROOMS IN AMERICA 





































PART 13 

HOW MANY DISHES CAN 
THERE BE TO WASH? 




MOM, MOW MUCH LONGER DO 
WE. HAVE TO LIVE HERE ? 

— — —■TMIT 

I OOW'T KNOW, NADIR. BUT WE 
CAN'T GO BACK. To OUR OlO HOUSE 
NOT AFTER THE DEATH THREAT. 


I DOtf'T KNOW WHY YOU* FATHER 
ISN'T BACK FROM WORK YET. HE'S HOT 



ANSWERING HIS PHONE— HE'S AN HOOK 
LATE. HOW MANY OISMES CAN THERE BE 
TO WASH AT ONE FRIENDLY S ? 


n r 




























I don't like HIM walking back to 
THE HOTEL ON THAT ROAD BY HiMSELF, 
ALL ALONE. MAY8E SOMETHING HAPPENED 
TO HIM. WHAT If HE WAS RIQMAP PSP? 

\MOM, he'll be okayI 



I REMEMBER THIS FEELING. BACK IN V 
SYRIA... WHEN ASSAD'S MEN TOOK AMMAR 
AWAY- FOR FORTY DAYS. HOW MUCH 
DOES NADIR REMEMBER? HE MOST 
RECALL SEEING HlS FATHER IH PRISON... 













mmA...Pl£ASe don't visit me 
AGAIN, EVEN IF IT WILL BE FOE A 


a* 



tVN flf t/flf You!? IKEPT CAlltW roo? 

I'm SOW I WON'T HEAR IT RINGING. 
IT V/AS A VERY BUSY NlCHT 8UT I 
BIO A GOOD JOB. THE SERVERS KEPT 
Tfi iiufc ME. THEY HADN T SEEN 




















































THEY GAVE ME THIS SWIPE -CAW). I USE 
IT WHENEVER I POHCIHW. IT'S GOOD, 
RAGHIDA-.. I FEEL LIRE I HAVE SOME 
POWER NOW. DESPITE IT ALL, IT'S A 
STEF IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 












PART 14 

MY TIME IS PAST. IT'S YOUR CHANCE NOW. 



SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER CETTWIG THE DEATH THREAT... 


SO WE'RE LEAVING THE HOTEL ANfiOOK TOWN? 



SOM. WE JUSTCOUlOM'T FlND A HOUSE 

THAT WORKED FOR OOR FAMILY. OUR 
SFOHSORS HAVE STOPPED HELPING US. 
PART OF THE PROBLEM IS - I DON'T 
HAVE AMY CREDIT. 



m EACK HOME IN SYRIA, I OWNED 
,'y; Z MY OWN SHOE I WAS PROOD THAT 
I wasn’t IN DEBT. HERE IT'S 
DIFFERENT. YOU NEED TO SHOW PEOPLE 
THAT YOU'VE SORROWED MONEY AND 
PAID IT SACK. 

Gflf£)C3Q£l 


O^Laj^J jIac. 

AMMAR5 MOBILE PHONES 


























So we're moving*? 


THE 


UNLESS WE CAN FIGURE 
SOMETHING* OUTj in the next 
DAY OR SO, THE REFUGEE 
RESETTLEMENT AGENCY WILL 
MOVE US INTO THE CITY. 


^Listen to me, son. i used to havO 

A GOOD LIFE. MY OWN BUSINESS. 

MY OWN HOME. I DIDN'T COME TO 
AMERICA TO 8ECOME A DOCTOR. MY 
TIME HAS PASSED. I AM DOING THIS 
SO YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
SO THAT YOU CAN 6E SOMEONE 

















YES. WE SHOUID HtOBABlY TEU 
OUR TEACHERS-AND O0R FRIENDS. 


ISCHOO 


JX.-’tl- ] 
HyTFi 


































IF I WAS ALONE, l*D 3UST HAVF 
TO WORRY A800T MY 



I HADE IT THROUGH THE SCHOOLS IH 30RDAH 
THE KIDS BULLIED ME THERE. THE 
PRINCIPAL DIDN’T HELP ME. AND I 
SURVIVED. I CAN GET THROUGH THIS, RiGHT? 



















PART 15 

HOUSE HUNTING WITH NO 
CREDIT, NO JOB HISTORY 



AFTER RECEIVING A DEATH THREAT, THE FAMILY GETS 
A LEAD ON A HEW HOME -IN A WEALTHY S08UR8. 





































I’m sure theyVe cor no em noYntur 
history or credit history-because 
THEY JOST ARRIVED-LEFT THEIR 
HOMELAND. HMM, I REMEH6ER WHAT 
!_ THAT WAS LIKE... __/ 



Vietnam- i$so 




[MAMA, IS TODAY THE DAY?] 

AREWE IEAV/M6? 

[YES, HOANG. FlRSTWE MUST GO ToTHEj 
PHILIPPINES, AND THEN TO AMERICA. 

























HELLO / Mr NAME IS carl and this 
IS MY WIFE JENNY. WE'lL BE YOOR 
SPONSORS. YOO'Ll LIYE WITH OS UNTII^ 


YOU'RE ON YOORFEET^ 




THIS IS FOR HOANG, i'll TARE HIM 
TO GET SOME BOOTS TOMORROW. 




























































PART 16 

TRUMP’S TRAVEL BAN MEANS 
HOPE FOR AMMAR’S FAMILY 




AFTER RECEIVING A DEATH THREAT, THEFAMlY 
HAS FOUND A NEW HOME, IN A NEW TOWN ... 

FEEL UKE WE*«E BACK TO SOOARE ONE.1 

DON’T HAVE A 303. WE DON’T KNOW I 


MOUTHS EARLIER, /N DECEMBER 2.016 , 
RESIDENTS FRON THIS TOWN GATHERED 
AT A REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT CENTER ... 



LOOK AT AU OP THESE PEOPLE WHO 
HAVE COME TO SPONSOR A FAMILY. 


I READ THE MANUAL, 8UT | STILL 
HAVE A LOT OF QUESTIONS. THERE 
ARE OUST SO MANY PIECES To THIS. 


ICTX 






























« c^Sp^J H* 

THIS IS HOW If WORKS. OOB 

CENTER SETS SOME GOVERNMENT 
FUNDING-, BUT WE RELY HEAVILY 
ON YOU TO HELP OUR REFUGEE 
FAMILIES. it'$ A &!$ 706. 



WE'YE GOT A DRESSER, A few LAMPS, 
TWO SIDE CHAIRS, AN END TABLE... 

! YEP WEVE GOT EVERYTHING ON THE 

[CHECKLIST, WE'RE All READY 
for odr family: 






















THE MEW TRAVEL BAM WILL 
GO INTO EFFECT IMMEDIATELY. 


\DAMUARY ZV\ 201* 

\Ii just submitted the final 

I PAPERWORK, SO I WAS HOPING WE'D 

[GET OUR REFUGEE FAMILY BEFORE... 

vuviu muuwi 



Ur O 


I 


THE TRUTH IS / I OON't KNOW WHEN ANY 
OF OUR CO-$P0W$ORS ARE GOING TO GEr 
A FAMILY. AFTER THE 8AW, HAEOLY 
ANY REFUGEES ARE COM/NG IM. 



















I have A Family that IS ALtBAOY 
here and needs help. IT's a MOM, DAD, 

AND FIVE RIDS. THEY RECEIVED A THREAT 
OF VIOLENCE IN THEIR OLD TOWN. WHAT 
THEY NEED NOW 1$ COMMUNITY TO CALL HOME. 



WE KNOW YOU'VE SEEN THROUGH A LOT, 

BUT you've COME TO A SAFE PLACE, 

and You're oqino to love it her e. 

'THANK YOU. COME INSIDE. HAVE 

SOME TEA AND DATES. PLEASE. 























PART 17 

THREE MUSLIM REFUGEES 
AT A JEWISH DAY CAMP 




THE FAMILY SEA/OS /TS KIDS TO 
A LOCAL JEWISH DAY CAMP WITH 
HELP FPOM THE COMMUNITY. 


| HAD MY COHCtMS, BUT WERE GOINCr 
TO TREAT THEM (JKE AHY OTHER CAHPtfi. 
THAT'S THE MAIM TH/Hfr. MAKE THEM 
•EEL VYELCOME. 






























HBUO CAMPERS! 
THE HEBREW WORD 
B/T-TA-kHoME 
MEANS CONftOEHCE. 
we'CE GOING TO WORK 
ON THAT THIS WEEK . 






























SO YOU DON'T KNOW HOW To SWlH ?) 

J. LAST TIME I WENT SWIMMING 
I DIDN'T 00 VERT WEIL... I ALMOST 
DROWNED AND I HAD TO 8E SAVED. 




















- 


1 H'PP 


^HAMOTJU LECHEM Min HAAtETZ J* 
WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR BREAD 
OOR VOICES RISE IN SONG TOGETHER 


% 











PART IS 

A DRIVING LESSON. AN 
ART SHOW. A START. 





i'm DOING IT, AMMAK- I'M ACTUALLY 
DRIVING? KEMEM8EE, 6ACK IN HOMS, 
WE SAW A WOMAN OLIVER... 



GOOD 00 8 TODAY. ARE YOU TIRED? 


NO- I L OV£ WORKING WHEN 
THE KIDS ARE ASLEEP. 


UUlJ 


IJLiO 

































WE USED TO SIT LIKE THIS, BACK IN 
| SYRIA, WHEN YOU DID YOUR ARTWORK* 

I MADE SO MANY ORAWlNGS. 
AND WHEN WE LEFT I HlD 
THEM IN THAT COMPARTMENT 

in the kitchen -remember?) 



RACHIDA, WE HAYE TO LEAVE NOW! ^ 

7 / when THE SOLDIERS CONE THfY'U LOOT 
I IfTHE PLACE. IWANT HYDRAWINCSTo EE SAF E! 

THEY WILL BE. WEU BE 1 /- \Z 

SACK IN A FEW WEEKS 




























I ALWAYS THOUGHT WE'D 60 BACK. 
THAT I'D SEE THOSE DRAW/W6S- 
^ AND THAT HOUSE - AGAIN. 

SO DID I. WE EVEM LEFT 
THE APPLIANCES PLUGGED IN. 


YOU OROYE WEIL TODAY. 




it's FUNNY. BEFORE I GOT IN THE 
CAR, MY HEART WAS RACING, BUT AS 
SOON AS I STARTED DRIYiNG I CALMED 
DOWAJ BECAUSE I FELT LIKE I WAS IM COHTROl. 








% 


r 



#/ 














AMMAR, I'M EXCITED A80UT TAHGIEKS. 
IT'U BE GOOD TO SHOW MY ART WORK. 
IT'U MAVE ME FEEL LIKE I 
HAVE A PURPOSE. 



YQOR STUFF LO O KS GREAT UP THERE f 

tS A start 

„ MARKET ° I 




















PART 19 

DO AMERICANS WANT 
EVERYTHING VEGAN? 




HOWS YoUR BACK INJURY, BROTHER? 


// yVW GOOD. 

/ S/A LITTLE 

//REMINDER OF 

ssao. hakes i r 
^J/\\KRD To FIND WORK. 
X/^8UT OULAH STARTED 
C CATERING . SHE COOKS, 
* DEAL WIT H THE^ ^ 
CUSTOMERS. /T** \ 



THESE PEOPLE WANT VEGAW 0A0A GAHOtfSW. 
VEGAN? IS THAT AH AMERICAN THING? 


CALL YOU* BROTHER )H SAUDI ARABIA 
HE'S A CHEF AT A FA NCY HOTEL, 

ISN'T HE? 


GOOD IDEA 















OKAY, NO ANIMAL PRODUCTS AT ALL . 
SO EGGPLANT, TAHiNI, LEMOA/ ONION, 

parslevj 8(/r A/o Yogurt. got it. 



Y00 AE A PROFESSIONAL COoM NOW. 


BACK HOME YOU NERf rmtSS Of TUI HOUSE. 


I COOKED THERE TOO, REMEM8EK? 




































SAMI IS GOOD AT MATH. AND l'M GOOD 

AT FADING. I'M DOING WELL IN 
SCHOOL. MY AWARD EVEN SAYS SO. 
























“"""-eXSC 



WHY A DOCTOR SARAH?2 

BECAUSE SOMEDAY, WHEN I &K0W 
OP, l'U FIX YOU* 8ACX, 8A8A. 












PART 20 

THE KEYS TO OUR HOME 




OF COURSE 


WHAT IS IT 













AMMAR! the regime forces are about 

TO SWARNTHEW HOLE AREAf 
i'll sc quick. i left 

SOMETHING INSIDE - T*E 
TUXEDO THAT I WORE T0 
MY BROTHER'S WEDDING. 













































I HOPE THAT TAXI DRIVER ISNT 
AN ALAWlTEj OR HE MAY TAKE OS 
RIGHT TO a MILITARY checkpoint. 






























AMMAN, JORDAN 


AREEHA, SYRIA 


Queer alia ihternatioral 

AMORT, JORDAN 




| NEW ENGLAND, uTa .| 



AMMAft y WHAT ARE Y 00 LOOKING 

IT'S A MESSAGE FROM OOP* 
NEIGHBORS IN HOMS. THEY ViSlTfp 
AMO SEMTA VIDEO... 




































































OH, AMMAfc... ) 



I IT LOOKS LIKE SOMEONE 
I EVEN STOLE THE MARBlE 
^\FRONl THE FLOORS. 


[ LOOK. I STILL HAVE 
THE DEED TO THE HOUSE . 

r 





ITS LIKE THEY SAY BACK HOME ' PUT IT 
IN A CLASS, SOAk IT IN WATER, AND 
WINK IT BECAUSE IT5 NOT WORTH ANYTHING. 

















i always thought i'd go back, someone 

ELSE MIGHT TKY TO CLAIM THE HOUSE, 8UT 
i'osay/Ivo^o-this IS MY HOUSE. 

IN AMERICA, IT'S VERY HAKD FOR 

ANYONE TO IMAGINE WHAT IT 
MEANS TO OWN A HOUSE IN SYR IA. 
IT MEANS you've MADE IT IN life. 



I DONt EVEN KEC0GNI2E MY OWN ROOM. 
WHENEVER I THOUGHT OF OUR HOUSE, I 
IMAGINED MY BICYCLE STILL BEING ON 
THE BALCONY, AND MY TOY SOLDIERS 
ST ILL BEING LINDER MY BED. 













SOME OF MY F 8I£ND$ LOST A SOM, 
OR A 6 tOTHER, OQ AW OA/CLE. 
COMPARED TO THEM I 01 DMT LOSE AMYTH/M 




























theres something 


3AM l 


SHOW 


YOU 


NEED 


TO 
















KUESS THeRE'S MO 60JAI6 SACK NOW.) 

[[il'S THE PQIItfT OF NO gETWy, 













WE'VE SEEN HERE ALMOST A YEAft. 
SOON WE CAM APPLY FOR A GREEN CARD- 
50 LONG AS THEY DONT CHA NOE 
THE ROLES. THEN WE CAN STAY... 










BEFORE I EVEN SAW THE VIDEO, I KNEW 
IN MY HEART THAT THE HOUSE WAS CONt. 


I KNOW. 












Jake Halpern is an author and journalist. Michael Sloan is an illustrator and artist. 


